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If you purchased a motorcycle recently, congratula琀椀ons! Maryland and the surrounding areas have 
some of the most beau琀椀ful motorcycle routes on the east coast. In addi琀椀on, with the tra昀케c in  
Maryland, D.C., and Virginia, riding a motorcycle can be an economical, convenient form of  
transporta琀椀on.  
 

For readers who are seasoned motorcyclists, the informa琀椀on we cover in this chapter may be old 
news to you. However, it is always wise to review basic motorcycle informa琀椀on periodically so that 
you do not become complacent and forget the basic motorcycle rules that can help keep us safe as 
we enjoy motorcycling in Maryland.  
 

In Chapter One, we review some of the basics of motorcycling, including purchasing motorcycle  
insurance, riding gear, and motorcycle licensing in Maryland. 

 Chapter 1 

 Maryland Motorcycle Information for New 

 Riders and a Refresher for Seasoned Riders  
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Maryland Motorcycle Insurance Requirements 

Before you take your 昀椀rst ride, you must purchase 
basic liability insurance for your motorcycle.  
Maryland requires riders to carry minimum liability 
insurance in the amount of $30,000 for bodily injury 
($60,000 per incident for two or more vic琀椀ms) and 
$15,000 for property damage. You may purchase  
insurance in higher amounts, which is usually  
recommended if you have personal assets that you 
want to protect in the event of a lawsuit 昀椀led by an 
accident vic琀椀m. For severe injuries, $30,000 does  
not cover medical costs, much less other damages 
such as lost wages, physical pain, and permanent  
impairment. 
 

Because a motorcyclist is at risk for trauma琀椀c injuries during a motorcycle crash, you may also 
want to consider purchasing insurance that protects you in an accident. Even if you sue  
another driver who caused a crash, that driver may only have minimum liability insurance. 
Therefore, you could be responsible for thousands of dollars in losses if your damages exceed 
the minimum insurance limits. Liability insurance only protects the people injured in an  
accident that you cause. You must purchase addi琀椀onal insurance that covers your injuries. 
 

Addi琀椀onal insurance coverage you should discuss with your insurance agent include: 
 

• Underinsured/Uninsured Coverage — Underinsured and uninsured coverage protects you 
if the driver who caused the crash does not have su昀케cient insurance or no insurance to 
pay your accident claim. 

• Personal Injury Protec琀椀on (PIP) — PIP is a no-fault insurance policy that pays your medical 
bills and some lost wages regardless of who causes the accident.  

• Collision Insurance — Your lender will require collision insurance to pay for damages if 
your motorcycle is damaged in an accident that is your fault. 

• Comprehensive Insurance — Covers losses from 昀椀re, the昀琀, wind, water, and vandalism. 
• Medical Payment Insurance — Med Pay can also be very helpful in paying medical bills 

a昀琀er an accident regardless of who is at fault. 
 

In most cases, it is wise to purchase the highest limits of all insurance types that you can 
a昀昀ord. While you hope that you never need the insurance, a day may come when you are 
thankful that you have insurance coverage to help pay for your damages and losses a昀琀er a 
motorcycle crash in Maryland. 
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Motorcycle Riding Gear and Safety Equipment  

It is es琀椀mated that motorcycle helmets saved the lives of 1,859 people in 2016. Another 802 
lives could have been saved had everyone been wearing a motorcycle helmet. Studies have 
shown that helmets reduce the risk of death by 37 percent and reduce the risk of head injury 
by 69 percent. Maryland is one of several states that have mandatory motorcycle helmet laws 
for all riders. 
 

Maryland requires all motorcyclists and riders to wear a motorcycle helmet when riding a  
motorcycle. Failing to wear a helmet may result in a tra昀케c 琀椀cket and substan琀椀al 昀椀nes. In  
addi琀椀on to wearing a motorcycle helmet, the law requires motorcyclists and riders to wear 
eye protec琀椀on (i.e. goggles, face shields, or spectacles) unless the motorcycle is equipped 
with a windscreen. 
 

In addi琀椀on to a motorcycle helmet and eye protec琀椀on, riders should consider wearing  
addi琀椀onal protec琀椀ve gear to reduce the risk of serious injury in a motorcycle crash.  
Suggested protec琀椀ve gear includes: 
 

• Full-昀椀ngered riding gloves 

• Riding jacket and pants 

• Long-sleeved shirt 
• Motorcycle boots 

 

Because of the high risk of injury in a motorcycle crash, some riders are u琀椀lizing the latest 
technology in motorcycle safety gear, including motorcycle jackets that are equipped with  
airbags or special padding to reduce the impact of a collision.  
 

If you are a serious motorcyclist, you should also be serious about protec琀椀ng yourself from 
poten琀椀al injury. While you may be a cau琀椀ous, a琀琀en琀椀ve rider, you cannot control the ac琀椀ons 
of other drivers, weather condi琀椀ons, or road condi琀椀ons. It is be琀琀er to take extra steps to  
protect yourself and your passenger than to su昀昀er a trauma琀椀c injury that might have been 
less severe with the proper safety equipment.  
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Maryland Requirements for Motorcycle Licenses 

As you probably have determined by reading 
through the above informa琀椀on, Maryland is serious 
about protec琀椀ng motorcyclists. In another e昀昀ort to 
help keep you safe while riding a motorcycle,  
Maryland has speci昀椀c requirements for motorcycle 
licenses. The requirements depend on several  
factors, including your age and your current driving 
status. 
 

If you have a current Maryland driver’s license, you 
can apply for a Class M (motorcycle endorsement) 
once you complete a Motorcycle Safety Program 
course. If you do not complete the course, you must obtain a motorcycle learner’s permit, 
pass a knowledge test, and pass a skills test before receiving a motorcycle license or endorse-
ment.  
 

A Motorcycle Safety Program can be very helpful, even for riders who have some experience 
riding a bike. Safety courses cover basic tra昀케c rules, safety 琀椀ps, and special maneuvers that 
may help you avoid a motorcycle accident. It is worth the 琀椀me and cost to increase your 
knowledge and decrease your risk of being injured in a motorcycle crash. 
 

The Pinder Plotkin Legal Team assists motorcyclists and their passengers 昀椀le injury claims and 
accident claims. Call 410-661-9440 to schedule a free consulta琀椀on with a Maryland motorcy-
cle accident a琀琀orney with Pinder Plotkin LLC.  
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 Chapter 2 

 Motorcycle Accident Statistics And Steps  
     To Take At A Motorcycle Accident Scene  

Motorcyclists face challenges each 琀椀me they decide to ride their motorcycle. 
Challenges can include distracted or negligent drivers, hazardous road  
condi琀椀ons, poor weather condi琀椀ons, or defec琀椀ve motorcycle parts. Sadly,  
you can be the safest rider in Maryland and s琀椀ll be severely injured in a  
motorcycle crash that is not your fault.  

At Pinder Plotkin LLC, our Maryland motorcycle accident a琀琀orneys help vic琀椀ms 
recover compensa琀椀on for medical bills, lost wages, and other damages when 
they are injured in a crash caused by another driver or another party. Call  
410-661-9440 for a free consulta琀椀on to learn how we can help you a昀琀er a  
motorcycle accident. 
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How Many Motorcyclists Are Killed Each Year in Accidents? 

According to the Na琀椀onal Highway Tra昀케c Safety Administra琀椀on (NHTSA), 5,286 motorcyclists 
lost their lives in crashes during 2016. This number represented a 5.1 percent increase in mo-
torcyclist deaths from 2015. It is es琀椀mated that riders are 28 琀椀mes more likely to be killed per 
mile traveled than occupants in passenger vehicles. 

In 2016, 75 motorcyclists lost their lives because of motorcycle accidents in Maryland. The 
number of lives lost in motorcycle crashes increased from 2014 through 2016. It is es琀椀mated 
that 1,337 people are injured in motorcycle accidents in Maryland based on injury totals from 
2012 through 2016. For detailed informa琀椀on about motorcycle accidents in Maryland, you 
can visit the MVA website. 

Even though the number of deaths and injuries caused by motorcycle crashes has not sub-
stan琀椀ally increased in Maryland over the past 昀椀ve years, even one death is one too many for 
the rider’s family. For those who are injured, the pain, su昀昀ering, and 昀椀nancial losses can be 
substan琀椀al.  

Steps to Take A昀琀er a Motorcycle Accident in Maryland 

The steps an accident vic琀椀m takes immediately a昀琀er a motorcycle crash can signi昀椀cantly im-
pact the vic琀椀m’s ability to recover full compensa琀椀on for all damages. Our Maryland motorcy-
cle accident a琀琀orneys understand that if a vic琀椀m is trauma琀椀cally injured, he or she may be 
unconscious or unable to move. Therefore, the vic琀椀m’s physical condi琀椀on impacts whether he 
or she can take any steps other than wait for emergency assistance. 

However, if you ride a motorcycle, it is important that you understand the steps you should 
take following an accident, if possible, to protect your legal rights. In some cases, if you are 
unable to take these steps, a friend or family member may help you by taking some of these 
steps on your behalf. 

• Always call 911. You need to report any crash, regardless of the severity of the crash. If the 
other driver leaves, you must s琀椀ll report the hit-and-run crash to have a record of the acci-
dent for an insurance claim. 

• Do not make your injuries worse. If you are injured, it is best to wait for EMS to arrive to 
assess your injuries. Do not hesitate to be transported to the emergency room if you or the 
emergency personnel believe it is necessary for your health. If you are unsure whether you 
were injured, you may want to let EMS take you to the emergency room. A refusal to go to 
the ER when EMS personnel recommend transport is noted on the accident report, which 
could be used by the insurance company to argue against your claim.  
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• Make videos and take photographs. If it is safe to do so, try to make videos and take  
photographs of the accident scene, including the vehicles involved in the crash and the 
surrounding area. Some琀椀mes, a witness may snap a few pictures or make a video using 
your telephone if you are unable to move.  

• Ask for names and contact informa琀椀on. In addi琀椀on to asking for the names and contact 
informa琀椀on of everyone involved in the accident, you need to get this informa琀椀on from 
eyewitnesses. Some琀椀mes a witness may leave the scene before a police o昀케cer arrives if 
no one is seriously injured. Therefore, you need to a琀琀empt to speak to witnesses before 
they leave to obtain their informa琀椀on. Eyewitness tes琀椀mony can be a powerful piece of 
evidence to prove fault in a motorcycle accident. 

• NEVER admit fault. Motorcyclists have a reputa琀椀on for being reckless drivers. While this 
reputa琀椀on is unfair and unfounded, insurance companies s琀椀ll use the misconcep琀椀on to 
their advantage. Do not give them any help by admi琀�ng fault or saying that you are sorry 
at the accident scene. 

Unfortunately, many riders are seriously injured in a crash with another vehicle. A motorcy-
clist is o昀琀en unable to gather any evidence from the accident scene. Therefore, it is important 
to contact a Maryland motorcycle accident a琀琀orney as soon as possible for help. 

We Open an Inves琀椀ga琀椀on Immediately! 

The Pinder Plotkin Legal Team launches an immediate inves琀椀ga琀椀on when a vic琀椀m retains our 
law 昀椀rm. We act quickly to gather any evidence that remains at the accident scene to begin 
building a case against the party who caused the crash.  

Because Maryland is an at-fault state for vehicle crashes, you must prove another party was 
“at fault” for the crash before you can recover any money for an accident claim. In Chapter 3, 
we discuss proving fault in a motorcycle accident claim and how Pinder Plotkin LLC can help 
you recover compensa琀椀on for your losses. 

Do you have ques琀椀ons about the informa琀椀on in this chapter? If so, call 410-661-9440 or visit 
Pinder Plotkin LLC online to speak with an a琀琀orney. 
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 Chapter 3 

 After the Motorcycle Accident - Seeking      
 Medical Treatment and the List of Don’ts 
 for Motorcycle Accident Victims  
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We hope that you are never involved in a motorcycle accident.  
In the unfortunate case that you are… this Chapter discusses important  
informa琀椀on on what to do a昀琀er a motorcycle accident including seeking  
medical treatment and an important list of Do’s and Don’ts for Motorcycle  
Accident Vic琀椀ms. 

 



 

If you did not go to the emergency room from the scene of the motorcycle accident, you need 
to see your doctor as soon as possible. There are two reasons why you need to see a doctor 
a昀琀er a motorcycle accident, regardless of whether or not you believe that you are injured. 
 

First, some injuries may not present symptoms for a few days a昀琀er the accident. Some vic琀椀ms 
assume that the aches, pains, and limited movement will go away. However, these symptoms 
could indicate a serious injury. In addi琀椀on, your symptoms could con琀椀nue to increase in se-
verity in the weeks and months following your injury. It is always best to be checked by a med-
ical professional a昀琀er a motorcycle accident to protect your health. 
 

Second, a delay in medical treatment could jeopardize your claim, even if you are legi琀椀mately 
injured. The insurance company may argue that your injury was not sustained in the accident 
because you did not seek medical care immediately following the crash. The company may al-
so argue that the injury is not as severe as you claim, or you would have sought medical treat-
ment much earlier.  
 

Therefore, see your doctor as soon as possible and keep copies of all documents and state-
ments from your doctor. You also need to follow your doctor’s advice and go to all follow-up 
appointments. Insurance companies can use a failure to follow a treatment plan against you 
too. If you disagree with your doctor’s diagnosis or treatment plan, seek a second opinion 
from another doctor instead of simply ignoring your injury. 
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What Should You Avoid Doing A昀琀er a Motorcycle Accident? 

We have discussed many of the things that you should do following a motorcycle accident.  
However, there are some things that you should avoid doing a昀琀er a motorcycle accident. If 
you have a pending insurance claim or you believe that you may be 昀椀ling an insurance claim 
a昀琀er a motorcycle accident: 

• DON’T talk to the insurance adjuster for the other party un琀椀l you meet with your a琀琀orney. 
The insurance adjuster does not represent you. He is seeking to do what is in the best in-
terest of the insurance company, which is to pay as li琀琀le for your claim as possible. 

• DON’T give the insurance company a recorded statement or wri琀琀en statement. Insurance 
adjusters use these statements to gain informa琀椀on that they could use to deny or under-
value your claim. For instance, if the adjuster can get you to admit you had no idea how 
fast you were traveling at the 琀椀me of the crash, the company may try to argue you were 
speeding. If you were speeding, you could be par琀椀ally at fault for the crash and lose all 
rights to seek compensa琀椀on for your claim. 

• DON’T sign a medical release for the insurance adjuster. Again, this is a ploy to get infor-
ma琀椀on the company can use to hurt your claim. Our legal team will take care of obtaining 
copies of your medical records and providing those to the insurance company at the prop-
er 琀椀me.  

• DON’T use social media or post informa琀椀on online un琀椀l you meet with a Pinder Plotkin 
a琀琀orney.  A defense a琀琀orney may gain access to your online accounts during a lawsuit. If 
you posted pictures of yourself at the beach or the lake, a defense a琀琀orney could present 
this evidence to the jury and argue you must not be injured. It is best to avoid all social 
media accounts, but if you must use the accounts, discuss this ma琀琀er thoroughly with your 
a琀琀orney 昀椀rst. 

• DON’T discuss your accident or injury with anyone except your a琀琀orney. If your case goes 
to trial, your a琀琀orney may want the 昀椀rst 琀椀me you tell your story to be on the witness 
stand.  

• DON’T repair or sell your motorcycle un琀椀l a昀琀er mee琀椀ng with your a琀琀orney. The insurance 
adjuster may push you to se琀琀le the property damage por琀椀on of your claim. However, your 
a琀琀orney may need to document the damage to your motorcycle for use in recrea琀椀ng the 
accident. Therefore, check with your a琀琀orney before repairing or replacing your  
motorcycle. 
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One More Very Important DON’T Regarding Insurance Claims 

DON’T se琀琀le your injury claim without talking to a member of the Pinder Plotkin Legal Team 
昀椀rst. If the insurance company knows that you have a valid claim and that it could be a  
substan琀椀al claim, it may o昀昀er you a quick se琀琀lement before you can meet with an a琀琀orney. 
You may be out of work and need the money, so the company will use the situa琀椀on to en琀椀ce 
you to se琀琀le the claim. 

However, the se琀琀lement amount is probably much lower than the actual value of your claim. 
The company knows that if you accept the se琀琀lement now, you will not be able to pursue  
addi琀椀onal compensa琀椀on in the future. Even if you discover another injury or you require  
addi琀椀onal surgery, you are barred from seeking more money if you se琀琀led the claim and 
signed a receipt and release. 

Therefore, it is best to meet with a Pinder Plotkin a琀琀orney before you meet with or speak to 
an insurance adjuster for the other party. If the adjuster o昀昀ers to se琀琀le the case and tells you 
that you can get more money by working directly with the adjuster instead of involving an 
a琀琀orney, you should be suspicious.  

Advising you not to consult an a琀琀orney should be a warning sign that the adjuster may be 
leading you in the wrong direc琀椀on. Call Pinder Plotkin LLC at 410-661-9440 for a free  
consulta琀椀on to learn about your rights from someone who only has your best interests as  
his goal. 
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 Chapter 4 

 Proving Fault, Your Injuries, and Your  
 Recovery  

In the days and weeks a昀琀er the motorcycle accident, you are going to be  
overwhelmed. If you su昀昀ered a trauma琀椀c injury, you need to focus on your 
health and recovery, which may include surgeries, physical therapy, pain  
management, and other treatments.  For some accident vic琀椀ms, the recovery 
period can be extremely painful and lengthy.  

However, during this 琀椀me our Pinder Plotkin Legal Team is inves琀椀ga琀椀ng your 
accident to iden琀椀fy the liable par琀椀es and prove fault. This Chapter is a  
discussion of fault, injuries, and evidence related to a motorcycle accident.  
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IMPORTANT NOTE: Do not talk to the insurance company for the other driver or 
any other party represen琀椀ng anyone related to your motorcycle crash. Always 
consult a Maryland motorcycle accident a琀琀orney immediately. Insurance  
adjusters and defense a琀琀orneys may try to gain informa琀椀on to use against you 
to deny or undervalue your claim. DO NOT trust anyone to protect your best  
interests except your Maryland accident a琀琀orney! 

Common Causes of Motorcycle Crashes 

Motorcycle accidents occur for a variety of reasons. The 昀椀rst step in iden琀椀fying the party  
liable for your damages is to determine the cause of the crash. Common factors that  
contribute to the cause of a motorcycle accident include: 

• Distracted Driving, including tex琀椀ng, talking on a cell phone, ea琀椀ng, grooming, adjus琀椀ng 
controls, using social media, reading, etc. 

• Fa琀椀gued or Drowsy Driving 

• Impaired Driving, including drunk driving and drugged driving 

• Speeding and Reckless Driving 

• Aggressive Driving and Road Rage 

• Tra昀케c Viola琀椀ons, including failing to yield the right of way, following too closely, illegal  
U-turns, etc. 

• Defec琀椀ve Motorcycle Parts 

• Poor Weather Condi琀椀ons 

• Hazardous or Dangerous Road Condi琀椀ons 

 

The factors that caused the motorcycle accident help to iden琀椀fy the liable par琀椀es. Par琀椀es who 
may be responsible for damages in a motorcycle accident claim include drivers, government 
en琀椀琀椀es, truck drivers, companies, manufacturers, city agencies, and others.  

Iden琀椀fying the liable par琀椀es is not the only important step in an accident inves琀椀ga琀椀on. Our 
team must search for evidence that proves the other party was responsible for the crash.  
For complex crashes, our team may consult experts to recreate the accident scene or provide 
scien琀椀昀椀c evidence based on skid marks and property damage. Because inves琀椀ga琀椀ng a motor-
cycle accident can be complicated, you should work with a team of experienced motorcycle 
accident lawyers like those of Pinder Plotkin LLC who understand what is necessary to prove 
fault and liability.  
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Your Injuries and Your Recovery 

When a motorcycle crashes with another vehicle or object, the motorcyclist and passenger 
are vulnerable to a variety of serious and trauma琀椀c injuries. In many cases, a rider may be 
thrown from the motorcycle or crushed between vehicles. A motorcyclist does not have the 
same level of protec琀椀on that an occupant of a passenger vehicle has during a collision.   

Therefore, most motorcycle crashes result in injuries to the rider that require medical care 
and hospitaliza琀椀on. In some cases, the injury may be so severe that the rider may need  
surgery and extensive physical and rehabilita琀椀ve therapy. 

Common injuries sustained in a motorcycle accident include: 

• Brain Injuries, including trauma琀椀c brain injuries (TBIs), concussions, closed head injuries, 
and penetra琀椀ng brain injuries 

• Fractures and Broken Bones, especially in the hands and arms as riders try to brace  
themselves as they are falling from the motorcycle 

• Lacera琀椀ons and Road Rash, which can cause serious infec琀椀ons, scarring, and dis昀椀gure-
ment 

• Facial Injuries, including broken jaws, eye injuries, lost teeth, fractures, cuts, and abrasions 
that require extensive surgery and cause scarring 

• Amputa琀椀ons, either in the crash or surgical amputa琀椀ons a昀琀er the crash because a limb, 
hand, foot, or other body part cannot be saved 

• Damage to Internal Organs and Internal Bleeding, which can be life-threatening and result 
in the permanent loss of some bodily func琀椀ons, infec琀椀ons, and nerve damage 

• Spinal Cord and Back Injuries, which can result in par琀椀al or complete paralysis, loss of 
bodily func琀椀ons, and loss of sensa琀椀on 

• Chest Injuries, which can cause the diaphragm to rupture, broken bones, and damage to 
the lungs and heart 

• Death 
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Treatment and Recovery A昀琀er a Motorcycle Accident 

The medical treatment you receive depends on the type and severity of your injuries. As  
discussed above, some motorcycle accident vic琀椀ms must endure one or more surgeries,  
physical therapy, counseling, voca琀椀onal therapy, and reconstruc琀椀ve surgery. For some vic琀椀ms, 
motorcycle accident injuries can result in a permanent impairment that requires ongoing 
medical care and personal care. The recovery for motorcycle accident vic琀椀ms can be long, 
frustra琀椀ng, costly, and extremely painful. 

Working While You Are Recovering 

You do not want to se琀琀le your accident claim un琀椀l you have recovered fully from your  
injuries. Your doctor needs to state that you have reached maximum medical improvement 
(MMI) before our Maryland motorcycle accident a琀琀orneys will nego琀椀ate a poten琀椀al se琀琀le-
ment of your injury claim. The reason we wait un琀椀l you reach MMI is to learn from your  
medical providers if you su昀昀ered a permanent impairment or will require ongoing care.  

For permanent impairment and ongoing care, you may be en琀椀tled to addi琀椀onal compensa-
琀椀on from the liable party. Therefore, while you are recovering from your injuries, our Pinder 
Plotkin Legal Team is working behind the scenes to gather evidence to prove damages. In  
addi琀椀on to proof of liability, you must also prove you su昀昀ered damages to recover  
compensa琀椀on for your claim.  

We work to gather and organize copies of medical records, invoices, bills, statements,  
evidence of lost wages, and other evidence of your 昀椀nancial damages. We are building your 
case for full compensa琀椀on of all damages while you are working hard to recover from your  
injuries. 

Moving Toward A Se琀琀lement of Claim 

Once you reach MMI, our Maryland motorcycle accident lawyer works closely with your  
doctor to obtain an impairment ra琀椀ng and prognosis. We may also consult 昀椀nancial experts  
to project future losses. A昀琀er receiving all informa琀椀on and evidence, our lawyers calculate  
the value of your claim to begin nego琀椀a琀椀ons with the insurance company and other par琀椀es. 
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 Chapter 5 

 Motorcycle Accident Damages, Filing an  
 Injury Claim, and Personal Injury Lawsuits  

When another person causes your injury, Maryland’s personal injury laws  
allow you to recover compensa琀椀on for your damages, injuries, and losses. 
Damages in an accident claim are divided into two categories — 昀椀nancial 
damages and non-economic damages.  
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Financial damages are your out-of-pocket expenses related to the accident, injury, and  
recovery. To substan琀椀ate these damages, you need copies of invoices, bills, payroll records, 
and receipts. In many cases, medical bills and lost wages comprise a large por琀椀on of the injury 
claim. Non-economic damages are also referred to as “pain and su昀昀ering” damages.  
Compensa琀椀on for non-economic damages is intended to compensate you for your mental  
anguish, physical pain, emo琀椀onal stress, and other physical or emo琀椀onal su昀昀ering caused by 
the motorcycle accident.  

Pain and su昀昀ering damages can be very di昀케cult to calculate because these damages are  
subjec琀椀ve. Each person su昀昀ers di昀昀erently, even though the injuries may be similar. You can 
assist your a琀琀orney in calcula琀椀ng non-economic damages by keeping a recovery journal. In 
the journal, notate your daily pain levels, trips to the doctor, medical procedures, daily tasks 
you cannot perform, family events you miss, and how the injury impacts your rela琀椀onships 
with family and friends.  

Your a琀琀orney uses the informa琀椀on in your recovery journal as he determines the amount to 
seek for your non-economic damages. Furthermore, if your case must go before a jury,  
informa琀椀on in your journal can help remind you of details your a琀琀orney may want you to tell 
the jury during your tes琀椀mony. 

Common Damages in a Maryland Motorcycle Accident Claim 

The damages in a motorcycle accident claim vary. However, common damages in a motorcycle 
accident claim include: 

• Medical Expenses, including emergency room visits, hospitaliza琀椀ons, medical treatments, 
surgery, doctor’s bills, physical therapy, and other health care expenses 

• Property Damages, including the cost to repair or replace your motorcycle 

• Loss of Income, which may include bonuses and other forms of compensa琀椀on 

• Pain and Su昀昀ering, which includes your physical pain, mental anguish, emo琀椀onal su昀昀ering, 
and loss of enjoyment of life 

• Disability and Impairment, including scarring, amputa琀椀ons, and dis昀椀gurement 

• Burial and Funeral Expenses in the event of a wrongful death 

• Future Damages, for ongoing medical expenses, personal care, and future loss of income 
or earning capacity 
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The amount of compensa琀椀on you receive depends on many factors, including your actual  
昀椀nancial losses, type of injury, the severity of the injury, permanent impairment, and length 
of recovery. Calcula琀椀ng the value of a claim can be complex and di昀케cult.  

Having experience se琀琀ling and trying many accident cases gives our a琀琀orneys the knowledge 
and exper琀椀se necessary to calculate the correct value of a claim. Our Maryland motorcycle 
accident lawyers maximize each category of damages to increase the chance you receive a 
fair and just se琀琀lement.  

Filing an Accident Claim 

We have been working on your claim since you hired our law 昀椀rm. During your recovery, we 
con琀椀nue to gather informa琀椀on and organize documents. However, when you reach MMI, our 
legal team puts together a formal demand packet that includes proof of your damages and 
our allega琀椀ons of fault. In most cases, representa琀椀ves from the insurance company and our 
lawyers nego琀椀ate to determine if we can arrive at a mutually agreeable amount for se琀琀le-
ment. The process of nego琀椀a琀椀ng the se琀琀lement of a motorcycle accident claim can be  
complex. We must consider all relevant factors, including whether our case for fault is strong 
or if the accident vic琀椀m may have some liability. 

Under Maryland’s pure contributory negligence standard, if the motorcyclist is even slightly 
at fault for the crash, the motorcyclist is barred from recovering any compensa琀椀on for  
damages. The pure contributory negligence standard is the harshest standard for judgment 
negligence. Therefore, insurance companies use anything, even something that may not be 
100 percent true, to argue contributory negligence. If the insurance company is successful, it 
will not be required to pay anything for the accident claim. 

Our a琀琀orneys at Pinder Plotkin LLC understand how insurance companies use contributory 
negligence as a defense. We also have experience 昀椀gh琀椀ng these claims. However, we must 
factor this element into the decision whether to accept a se琀琀lement o昀昀er or proceed with a 
lawsuit. 

Filing a Personal Injury Lawsuit for a Motorcycle Accident 

If the insurance company disputes liability or refuses to nego琀椀ate a fair se琀琀lement, we may 
advise you to 昀椀le a personal injury lawsuit. In most cases, you have three years from the date 
of the motorcycle accident to 昀椀le a personal injury lawsuit. However, there could be excep-
琀椀ons to the deadline, so it is not wise to delay consul琀椀ng with an a琀琀orney. Filing a lawsuit 
does not mean that the case will go to trial. In many cases, the par琀椀es se琀琀le before the case 
is tried.  
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 Chapter 6 

 Conclusion and Tips for Avoiding  
 Motorcycle Accidents  

The en琀椀re legal team and personal injury lawyers of Pinder Plotkin LLC are 
here to help you if you are injured in a motorcycle accident. However, we hope 
that you remain safe and never need to deal with an injury claim. Therefore, 
we encourage you to follow some safety sugges琀椀ons, on the next page, to  
reduce your risk of being injured in a motorcycle accident in Maryland.  
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Safety sugges琀椀ons to reduce your risk of being injured in a motorcycle accident in Maryland: 
• Always wear your motorcycle helmet and protec琀椀ve gear when riding your motorcycle. 
• Make sure you have su昀케cient distance between your motorcycle and the vehicle in front 

of you in case the vehicle stops suddenly. 
• Ride in groups to increase your visibility to other drivers. 
• Always have your headlight on and consider adding addi琀椀onal lights, including taillights 

and headlights. 
• Wear brightly colored clothing and re昀氀ec琀椀ve vests to 

help other drivers see you. 
• Whenever turning or stopping, make sure you use 

your signals and hand signals. 
• Be a琀琀en琀椀ve when riding your motorcycle. Avoid  

distracted driving so that you can avoid collisions  
and adjust your speed for dangerous road condi琀椀ons. 

• Avoid driving your motorcycle in poor weather condi琀椀ons. 
• Never operate your motorcycle while under the in昀氀uence of drugs or alcohol. 
For more informa琀椀on about opera琀椀ng your motorcycle safely, visit the MVA website for  
motorcycle safety. You can also access much more informa琀椀on about motorcycle safety in 
Maryland by visi琀椀ng the webpage for the 2018 Maryland Motorcycle Safety Campaign. 

We are Here to Help if You Are Injured in a Motorcycle Accident 

If a negligent driver or another party injures you, please contact Pinder Plotkin LLC by calling 
410-661-9440 for a free consulta琀椀on with one of our motorcycle accident a琀琀orneys. Your 
consulta琀椀on is con昀椀den琀椀al, and you are under no obliga琀椀on a昀琀er your visit.  
We accept cases on a con琀椀ngency fee basis. Our lawyers want you to know that you can 
a昀昀ord to hire the experienced legal team you need to protect your rights without worrying 
about how you will pay an upfront legal retainer. 
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About Us 

Maryland Personal Injury and Workers’ Compensa琀椀on law 昀椀rm represen琀椀ng the interest of 
injured clients for over 30 years. The A琀琀orneys on our team have nearly 100 years of  
combined legal experience. The 昀椀rm has a community centered prac琀椀ce and is o昀琀en  
recognized for its community engagement.   

Jason A. Plotkin, Esq., partner at The Pinder Plotkin Legal Team, is a 
proud member of the Million Dollar Advocates Forum, which is  
recognized as one of the most pres琀椀gious groups of trial lawyers in the 
United States. Membership is limited to a琀琀orneys who have won million 
and mul琀椀-million dollar verdicts, awards and se琀琀lements. The organiza-
琀椀on was founded in 1993 and there are approximately 3000 members 
located throughout the country. Fewer than 1% of U.S. lawyers are 
members. 

Plotkin is also a frequent speaker on Personal Injury and Workers’ Compensa琀椀on topics at 
a琀琀orney CLE events.  He spoke at the Maryland Chiroprac琀椀c Associa琀椀on’s Spring 2018  
Conference.    

The Pinder Plotkin Legal Team provides free consulta琀椀ons and if we agree to take a personal 
injury or workers’ compensa琀椀on case, there are no fees or expenses unless we recover for our 
clients. 

We have o昀케ces  in Annapolis, Bel Air, Bal琀椀more and 
Ellico琀琀 City, Maryland.  The 昀椀rm rou琀椀nely receives  
referrals from a琀琀orneys across Maryland and has  
access to o昀케ces throughout Maryland to meet with 
clients. 
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Auto Accidents Motorcycle Accidents Truck Collisions 

Wrongful Death Social Security Disability Workers’ Compensa琀椀on 

Dog Bites Medical Malprac琀椀ce Birth Injuries 

Prac琀椀ce Areas 

Like what you’ve read?  
Check out our weekly blog series @ www.pinderplotkin.com/blog 
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Contact Us 

Contact us for a FREE consulta琀椀on at 410.661.9440 or info@pinderplotkin.com. 

Visit our website at www.PinderPlotkin.com for more informa琀椀on about our 昀椀rm. 

mailto:info@pinderplotkin.com?subject=inquiry%20from%20ebook
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